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day, and for years after he would often start from sleep exclaim-
ing the name of Harith.

At last the artillery, which had been dragged up a command-
ing height, did its work. 'Abd-Allah with his broken troops
retreated to entrench himself in Derey'eeyah, and Wadi Haneefah
lay open to the Egyptians. They advanced, but cautiously, and
after dispersing a few troops left to check their way, came before
the capital.

An assault was at once given, but was repulsed by the garrison.
Ibraheem, whose far-sighted policy would gladly have spared
unnecessary bloodshed, did not repeat the attempt, and contented
himself with posting troops around the walls, to prevent all
communications from without, while he summoned the townsmen
to capitulate. No answer was returned. Twenty days did the
Egyptians maintain the blockade without firing and without
receiving a shot, for the Wahhabees, resolved to keep their
whole strength ready for the decisive onset, made no sallies, nor
replied otherwise than by silence to Ibraheem's repeated pro-
posals for surrender. Meanwhile a reserve Wahhabee force
gathered head in Sedeyr, and marched to relieve the capital.
Ibraheem was informed of their movements, and sent against
them a strong detachment, which met them at Sedoos, and by
an easy victory scattered with the Sedeyrees 'Abd-Allah's last-
hopes of succour. Then, on the twenty-first clay of the siege,
the Basha sent the besieged his ultimatum of honourable
capitulation or of storm, trusting that the late reverse of fortune
would have abated the pride of the Nejdean monarch, and would
bring him to accept the proffered clemency. But even then
'Abd-Allah would not submit, and the messenger returned
without an answer. Ibraheem gave orders to range the artillery
on the heights around the capital.

At sunset the bombardment began, and lasted without inter-
mission till sunrise next day. Six thousand shot and shell are
said to have been thrown during that night on tthe devoted
town. Morning dawned on crumbling walls and heaps of ruin,
on the dying and the dead whelmed beneath thei? falling
dwellings, and on the helpless despair of the survivors.

Without parley, without opposition, Ibraheem entered Derey'-
eeyah. His first care was to seize on the persons of 'Abd-Allah,